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vanenes, mcludec. under these two heads, occur through-
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_ blocks—constuutmw what in some systems of 'b
gy is termeéd the Erratic block groupe, and which wit
us 1s found to rest inmediately upon the primitive or pra-

- mary rocks. ‘These ores of iron (usually but improperly
classed among the urgilluceous oxide of 1ron, that belong to
another epoch) are found oceulring in nodules of an oval
or sp“erzca! form, sometimes k!dney-shﬂnod, and compos-
ed of concentric layers. The nodules frequently embrace
a nucleus, differing in density aud color from the exterior
Aayer. Th° texture of | ¢ i

-its density diminishes toward
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idy eris uuupa(,[, but
re, and while Its co-
10T 1S COmmony uark tne centiral pUl‘llOﬂ is

light, approaching to ye! : technological terms ap-

plied to these vanetles f iron ore are brown ores and hone

% nam have reierence to their physical char-

- 7 FeS—names \Vlllbll 1
acters. -

All these ores belongt o the mineralogical species, cars
bonate of wonm. Butwhen the nodules contain cavities, as
they frequently do, these are lined with minute crystals of
a rich velvety aspect; which are hydrated oxide of iron, a
variety of the species brown ozide of iron,

~ S
lhey are ranked among the best ores of iron—working
~ L Lo L

easily and yieiding an average of metal from forly to fifty
per cent. A celebrated deposite of them is in Prince
~ George’s county at Snowden’s JMine Bunk, situated on the
east side of the Washington Turnpike, near the twenty
first mile stone, and about a half miie from the road. The
ore was formerly extracted trom this bank i 1n a lqrge quan.

t1éc -ty
vy, as isev :dent from the excavation—but the mine i3 now

totally abandoned and serves as a mere lick, to which the
C"LUP of the nemtmormrr country are attracted by a singu-
lar efifiorescence within of suiphaic of magnesic.

At the head of Deep run, whick empties into the Pataps.
co, seven miles from- B'ﬁumore, ore of a good qua ality is
raised for the use of the Patapsco mrnar'e. Ihe furmce
at Curtis’s creek is principally fed with ore of the same na-
tlre from its own neighborhood; and in the immediate vi-
nity of B'zltimore, where 1t occurs in ahundance, advan-

e is taken of the facilities of the Rail Roud to conves
t to the water side, whence i is exp ;
there e\changerl for bog re.
he Falls of the Lattle Gunpowder, at Joppa, and
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